PY  W8723.2  R386b  c.l 

Remembering  the  Battle  of 
the  Bulge 


50th  Anniversary 

of 

World  War  II 


1941-1945, 


1991-1995 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 

This  project  is  made  possibie  by  a grant  from  the  institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services  as  administered  by  the  Penr^syivania  Department  of  Education  through  the  Office  of  Commonweaith  Libraries 


https://archive.org/detaiis/rememberingbattiOOur«e 


"Soldiers  of  the  Western  Front!  Your  i>reat  hour  has  eonie.  Lariie  attaekin^  armies  have 
started  aftainst  the  Ani>lo-Anierieans.  I do  not  have  to  tell  sou  more  than  that.  You  feel  it 
yourself.  U'c’  yamhle  everything!  You  carry  with  you  the  holy  ohliyation  to  yive  all  to 
aehieve  superhuman  ohjeetives  for  our  Fatherland  and  our  Fuhrer!" 

Field  Marshall  Gerd  vr)n  Riindstedt 
Ziegeiiberg  Castle,  15  Deeeniber  1944 


Remembering .... 

THE  BATTLE  OF  THE  BULGE 
16  December  1944  - 25  January  1945 


To  the  German  Commander: 

Nuts! 

The  American  Commander 

Brigadier  General  Anthony  McAiditfe 
Bastogne,  22  December  1944 


Mr.  Gino  Merli 


Mr.  Gino  Merli  of  Peckville,  PA  was  awarded  the  Medal  of  Honor 
while  a Private  First  class  with  the  First  Infantry  Division  in  Belgium.  In 
September,  1944,  he  defended  a position  being  overrun  by  German 
soldiers,  twice  feigning  death,  then  returning  to  his  machine  gun  to  fire  at 
the  enemy.  When  his  unit  regained  the  field  and  the  Germans  surrendered, 
there  were  19  dead  enemy  soldiers  immediately  m front  of  Private  Merli’s 
position. 


Chaplain  (Colonel,  Ret)  John  O.  Woods 

Chaplain  (Colonel)  John  Woods  completed  32  years  of  distinguished 
service  in  the  United  States  Army,  with  duty  during  World  War  II  with  the 
80th  Infantry  Division  under  General  Patton’s  Third  U.S.  Army.  He 
participated  in  four  major  battles,  including  the  Battle  of  the  Bulge. 

After  the  war.  Chaplain  Woods  was  selected  to  participate  in  the  formal 
dedication  of  the  Bastogne  Memorial  in  Bastogne,  Belgium.  At  that 
service,  on  16  July  1950,  he  offered  the  opening  prayer. 

Chaplain  Woods  later  served  as  the  Command  Chaplain  of  the  XVIII 
Airborne  Corps,  Fort  Bragg,  North  Carolina.  Chaplain  Woods  and  his  wife 
Arlene  reside  in  Greenville,  PA. 

Colonel  (Ret)  David  E.  Pergrin 

On  14  December  1944,  the  291st  Engineer  Battalion  was  among  the 
many  Allied  units  stationed  on  the  Belgian  frontier  with  Germany.  The  war 
was  quiet  in  that  sector,  and  battalion  soldiers  worked  in  sawmills, 
preparing  bridging  materials  for  the  anticipated  Allied  invasion  of 
Germany. 

On  December  16th,  Germany  launched  the  Ardennes  offensive  to  split 
American  forces  and  turn  the  tide  of  battle  against  the  Allies.  The  attack 
was  spearheaded  by  Kampfgruppe  Peiper,  an  armored  force  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  (Waffen  SS)  Joachim  Peiper. 

Thousands  of  American  soldiers  and  airmen  rallied  to  thwart  the 
Ardennes  offensive,  at  a cost  of  over  80,000  casualties.  Critical  to  the 
successful  Allied  effort  was  the  destruction  of  the  many  bridges  standing  in 
front  of  the  Panzer  forces.  As  Colonel  Peiper  stood  on  the  eastern  bank  of 
Lienne  Creek,  near  Habiemont,  Belgium,  looking  across  the  shattered 
remains  of  the  last  bridge  between  the  Germans  and  success,  he  reportedly 
exclaimed  “The  Damned  Engineers.  The  Damned  Engineers.” 

The  291st  Engineer  Battalion,  the  “Damned  Engineers”  that  destroyed 
the  Habiemont  bridge,  was  commanded  by  26-year-old  Lieutenant  Colonel 
David  Pergrin.  Colonel  Pergrin  and  his  wife  Margaret  now  reside  in 
Wallingford,  PA. 


50th  Anniversary 

Commemoration  of  the  Battle  of  the  Bulge 
Sponsored  by  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
World  War  II  Commemoration  Committee 

Introductions 

Mr.  Joseph  Clelan,  Committee  Chairman 
Presentation  of  Colors 

28th  Infantry  Division  (Mechanized)  Color  Guard 
Pledge  of  Allegiance  — Mr.  Gino  Merli,  Medal  of  Honor 
National  Anthem  — Mr.  Marshall  Rock 
Invocation 

Chaplain  (Colonel,  Ret)  John  Woods 
Chaplain,  80th  Infantry  Division 
Veteran  of  the  Battle  of  the  Bulge 

Introductory  Remarks  — Mr.  Clelan 

Introduction  of  Colonel  (Ret)  David  Pergrin  — Senator  Bell 

Address 

Colonel  Pergrin 

Commander,  291st  Engineer  Battalion 
Veteran  of  the  Battle  of  the  Bulge 

Introduction  of  the  Governor,  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 

Mr.  Joseph  Clelan 

Remarks 

Honorable  Robert  P.  Casey 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania 

Presentation  of  Don  Stivers  print  “To  Relieve  Bastogne” 
Donated  to  the  Veterans  of  Pennsylvania 

by  Colonel  (Ret)  Robert  Ulin 

Presentation  of  a Map  Display  Commemorating 
The  Battle  of  the  Bulge 
Brigadier  General  Walter  Pudlowski 
Assistant  Division  Commander 
28th  Infantry  Division  (Mechanized) 

The  Veterans  Register 

Benediction  — Chaplain  Woods 

Retirement  of  Colors 
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This  50th  Anniversary  of  World  Warll 
commemorative  program  is  produced 
to  help  honor  and  thank  the  veterans  of  World  Warily 
their  families  and  those  who  served  on  the  home  front. 
It  is  hoped  that  this  event  will  encourage  the  study 
of  the  history  of  this  erUy  so  that  this  knowledge 
will  help  ensure  a safer  and  better  tomorrow. 
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